societal problems, such as child abuse, in important ways. For instance, in the United States, defendants' Sixth Amendment rights to confrontation require cross-examination of witnesses. The Sixth Amendment also assures that trials are open to the public, which results in children often testifying about personally traumatic events before an audience of strangers. In countries that do not honor such rights, greater. freedom to attempt procedural alternatives and to experiment with different approaches is possible.
Cross-cultural differences also exist in the relative emphasis societies place on the problem ofchild abuse. In India, children are considered lucky to have a roof over their heads and any caretaker at all, regardless of whether the caretaker is less than kind. In contrast, spanking a child is illegal in Sweden. In America, society is currently focused on the issue of false reports, with occasional startling realizations of the destructiveness of actual abuse. It is dogma in the United States that it is better for 100 guilty people to go free than for one innocent person to be falsely incarcerated. Consistent with this view, the American legal system is geared to protect innocent defendants through, for~xample, the presumption of innocence. Other countries differ, emphasizing more the common good and society's interests rather than personal freedom. It is important to understand how these differences are manifested in legal approaches, legal reforms, and scientific research.
Legal Trends
Many of the cultures represented in this book were highly influenced by the British legal system and, in fact, were English territories at one time (e.g., Australia, Canada, Hong Kong, India, Israel, United States). Nevertheless, each society has added its own local twists in attempts to protect children from abuse and from possible stress during legal proceedings. For example, some countries have established mandatory reporting laws to ensure societal intervention in chilp abuse cases. Such countries have seen dramatic increases in the reporting of child abuse, which has fueled interest in child witnesses. Some of these same countries have dropped laws requiring corroboration of child sexual abuse as a prerequisite for prosecution and have relaxed child competence laws. Innovations to ease children's provision of testimony also have been implemented. Of considerable interest, use of closed-circuit television (CCTV) for child witness testimony is being employed in a number of countries and was ruled constitutional under certain conditions in United States criminal courts (Maryland v. Craig, 1990) . CCTV permits children to testify from a room adjacent to the courtroom and spares the child face-to-face confrontation with the accused, -although still permitting direct and cross-examination of the child witness. Although CCTV is rarely employed in the United States, it is becoming commonplace in other countries, such as England. Thus, some countries have attempted substantial innovations over the past few years. Professionals worldwide have much to learn from the results.
In contrast to attempts to protect child abuse victims, skepticism toward child witnesses has increased recently in the United States, resulting in laws to protect innocent defendants from false accusations and nonabused children from a false belief that they were abused. Such skepticism is based largely on concerns about children's susceptibility to suggestion and parental coaching. For example, one state (New Jersey) has instituted taint hearings in which attorneys can challenge the way in which children were interviewed (State ofNew Jersey v. Michaels, 1994) . If ajudge determines that an interview was so leading that a child's memory is likely contaminated, then the child will not be permitted to testify, and the case may well be dropped. In the future, we can learn about the consequences of such hearings on child abuse prosecutions: Such legal trends may help guard against the consequences of overzealous interviewing, but the results may not all be positive. Will new legal trends, such as the implementation of taint hearings, aid justice or thwart societal efforts to stop child abuse? Although the legal pendulum swings back and forth in anyone country, efforts in other countries can contribute to a balanced perspective.
Social Science Research
Psychological research on child witnesses and child abuse also reflects the issues raised and the values represented in each country. In the United States, children's suggestibility has been the primary focus of research, in part reflecting important links to theoretical issues within academic psychology, but also reflecting U.S. society's concerns with false reports and individual freedom. However, U.S. researchers also have examined jurors' reactions to child witnesses and how those reactions are affected by legal reforms and expert testimony. Concerns in other countries have differed. For example, research in New Zealand has focused more on techniques Introduction 5 that can help children provide accurate testimony, such as use of props and drawings in interviews. In England, considerable research has concentrated on field studies to evaluate the effect of reforms implemented to protect children who testify in court.
There is often an interplay between researchers' interests (e.g., children's suggestibility, procedural reforms to protect children in court) and a country's policies concerning child witnesses. For instance, researchers w~o view their countries' child protection policies as having contributed to false reports of abuse are likely to study children's suggestibility and the dangers of leading interviews. Laws in such lands are then influenced by the research findings. New laws may then create new problems (e.g., children who do not receive societal protection because they are not believed), which then again stimulate relevant research endeavors. Because each country has unique laws and policies toward child protection, this interplay can lead to different research foci internationally.
Former International Efforts
We are not the first to express an interest in international perspectives on child witnesses. In 1989, Spencer, Nicholson, Flin, and Bull (1990) held a conference at Cambridge University, England, which included speakers from such diverse countries as Israel, Scotland, England, Germany, Norway, France, and the United States. In the early 1990s, a NATO-sponsored conference was held in Italy, involving many countries and lively discussion. The International Society for Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect holds regular conferences in which speakers from all over the world present papers on child abuse treatment, prevention, social policy, and research. The society's journal, Child Abuse & Neglect, frequently includes articles by authors from around the world. These are valuable resources and information outlets for readers interested in international issues relevant to child abuse and child witnesses. We have attempted to add to these existing sources by creating this edited volume.
The Present Book
The theme around which we have organized this book is one that we believe is both timely and important. Specifically, we have collected international submissions detailing (a) the status of child witness research internationally, (b) legal innovations currently used to accommodate child witnesses in courtrooms, and (c) research investigating the effectiveness and implications of such innovations. Thus, we have brought together knowledge from around the world to build an important and useful information base for the education of scholars and legal professionals in all countries.
Represented in this volume are the works of an impressive array of authors writing about child witness research and legal systems affecting childre..n in many societies. The authors have addressed a wide range of issues: Historically, what role have children played in their legal systems? What special laws have been instituted to ensure the rights of parties involved in child witness cases? What special techniques have been, or could be, introduced in their countries to accommodate child witnesses (e.g., to aid children's recall of past events of legal relevance, to prepare children psychologically for the experience of testifying, or to make their involvement in the legal system less stressful)? What has been the effectiveness of such techniques? What information has been gained regarding discrepancies between needs of child witnesses and needs of courts? What is the status of child witness research in various countries?
We are proud to say that all of the contributions to this book are grounded in innovative scientific work of high quality. To ensure interdisciplinary communication, the chapters have been written for a wide audience, with clinical and forensic implications drawn. For most of the chapters, social scientists and legal scholars collaborated to produce works that are both legally and empirically sound.
We invited the present authors to contribute to this book out of respect for their research and writings. Although we do not necessarily agree with everything presented in this book, we believed that it was important to permit authors to take their own perspectives and develop them as they saw fit. We preferred to have all the authors represent their and their countries' approaches to child witness and child abuse research rather than to take a strong editorial hand in molding the contents of the book. We believe that this approach worked well to create an exciting set of chapters that truly represents the diversity of approaches taken in dealing with children in legal systems worldwide. As a result, this book should be of interest to a wide international readership, from practitioners, researchers, Introduction 7
and students to mental health, social service, medical, and legal professionals concerned with child abuse or children's testimony. Many chapters have a two-part format: (a) a comprehensive, historical overview of the development of a nation's recognition of and legal response to child abuse and (b) a description of research related to key issues in the country's struggle to accommodate children's testimony. The chapters move conceptually from those addressing the accuracy and suggestibility of children's testimony, with emphasis on pretrial investigative interviewing, to ones detailing a variety of techniques developed to accommodate child witnesses in the courtroom.
Our book opens with Warren and McGough's review of the latest research findings relevant to obtaining accurate information from children during a forensic investigation. Their comprehensive review of the child witness literature is organized in a practical and accessible way. Although contemporary literature on children's testimony sometimes focuses exclusively on highlighting children's weaknesses, the authors have taken a step toward underscoring the implications of research for improving children's eyewitness testimony. Children, like adults, have limitations, but they also have wide-ranging competencies that can be maximized with informed interview techniques. From this review, it is clear that future researchers face the challenge of identifying more of those competencies and developing interviewing techniques that will capitalize on children's abilities. Researchers interested in meeting this challenge are given numerous ideas about where to start. Readers from legal and social service disciplines are provided with a sophisticated understanding of current research that should be useful in th~ir efforts to implement the best possible interviews.
Lamers-Winkelman and Buffing introduce readers to the Dutch response to child abuse, which historically has been to treat abuse as a family, not societal or legal, problem. Child abuse cases that do enter a Dutch courtroom virtually never include the testimony of child witnesses. Thus, the Dutch focus of concern and of research is on precourt interviewing of child witnesses and the credibility of their statements. The authors detail the results of Lamers-Winkelman's investigations of the effectiveness of statement validity analysis, a controversial but increasingly studied technique for determining the credibility of a witness's statements through content analysis.
As in the Netherlands, children rarely testify in countries such as Israel or Germany. Instead, specially trained experts interview child witnesses, then testify themselves regarding children's statements. Although ajustification for this approach is to shield children from the trauma of testifying, Sternberg, Lamb, and Hershkowitz reveal the disadvantages of this system for the successful prosecution of child abuse in Israel. Even so, the Israeli legal system provided the authors with a unique research opportunity: documented records of actual child victim statements that could be compared to objective indications of credibility such as perpetrator confessions. The authors present an overview of their investigations into statement validity analysis and the effect ofinterview style on the accuracy and completeness of actual child victims' statements.
The next group of chapters are from countries with more liberal policies toward the admission of children's courtroom testimony. With these policies has come the necessity to accommodate children's special needs in the courtroom. Our contributors describe the ways in which research in their countries has kept step with legislative changes designed to make children's court experiences less stressful and more productive. Innovations from Canada, Great Britain, Scotland, Australia, New Zealand, South Africa, Hong Kong, and the United States are reviewed, including precourt preparation programs, CCTV or "live link" testimony, and expert testimony on child abuse. Sas, Wolfe, and Gowdey lead off this section with Chapter 5, detailing Canadian reform efforts. In particular, the authors describe their work in developing and implementing an extensive child witness preparation program. They report how their model program for courtroom preparation successfully achieves its objectives through child witness education and stress reduction.
Few countries have legal systems so receptive to and informed by social science findings as Great Britain and Scotland. In Chapter 6, Bull and Davies write about the English and Welsh experience with child abuse and children's testimony. After detailing government directives regarding the videotaping of children's interviews, the authors report findings from their research aimed at improving forensic interviews, for example, their investigations of the effectiveness of the cognitive interview, a technique developed by American researchers R. Edward Geiselman and Ronald Fisher (see, e.g., Geiselman, Saywitz, & Bornstein, 1993) . Bull and Davies also discuss their research concerning the use of CCTV testimony, pointing out the importance of examining the effects of CCTV not only on children's emotional demeanor and accuracy but also on jurors' perceptions of the testimony. In Chapter 7, Flin, Kearney, and Murray detail their "generally fruitful, if at times challenging, working relationship" with the legal system of Scotland. Their research program has been fruitful indeed: In their chapter, the reader learns about the findings of Flin and Murray's broad research programs addressing children's perceptions of court involvement, children's legal knowledge, the effects of delay on children's memory, and the effect of instituting live-link testimony on the perceptions and reactions of those involved in child abuse cases. Their energetic efforts have had a remarkable effect on the Scottish approach to child witnesses.
Next, Shrimpton, Oates, and Hayes describe legal refonns recently instituted in Australia, as well as the research that infonned those changes. For example, findings from Oates and Shrimpton's research on the effects of delay on children's memory led to recommendations that adjudication of child witness cases be expedited. Other Australian research has led to an appreciation of problems presented by legal language and the intimidating atmosphere of the courtroom. Among the resulting innovations have been court preparation programs, CCTV, and a unique program of pretrial diversion that "sentences" some offenders to treatment rather than criminal prosecution.
In New Zealand, radical refonn in laws regarding children's evidence recently inundated the courts with a wide variety of courtroom innovations. Pipe and Henaghan describe the nature of these innovations and the results of their survey research that documented New Zealand's reactions to the changes. Their findings can infonn professionals in other countries who are seeking to understand how similar innovations might be received in their own jurisdiction. The authors show that although legal and social service professionals in New Zealand identify both strengths and weaknesses in the new legislation, they generally embrace innovative techniques for child witnesses and perceive such techniques to be successful in reducing the trauma of children's courtroom testimony.
Against a backdrop of internal political and societal turmoil, countries such as South Africa have only recently been the setting for child witness research and refonn. Much like American law, South African law is adversarial in nature and, as such, has been slow in obliging the needs of children. Louw and Olivier describe the only child witness studies conducted in South Africa to date and the notable influence of that research on legislation. They end with directives for future work that might ensure continued refonn in their country.
Ho profiles children's experiences in the legal system of Hong Kong, a country currently "failing children who are victims of abuse." Although Hong Kong has experienced rapid growth in child abuse awareness over a relatively short time, its legal and social service systems still present great obstacles to reporting and prosecuting child abuse: Although children are infrequent participants in Hong Kong courtrooms, Ho documents legal cases illustrating the country's struggle with issues of competency, corroboration requirements, admissibility of expert testimony, and so forth. Thus far, Hong Kong's reception of innovation has been cautious, at best. Even so, Ho provides reason for optimism: As in South Africa, a special commission has recently made recommendations for reform in the Hong Kong legal system. These suggestions, such as minimizing the delay between disclosure and trial and the use of CCTV, may positively affect the country's future legal approach to children.
In the wake of its Supreme Court decisions such as Coy v. Iowa (1988) and Maryland v. Craig (1990) ; the United States has actively pursued changes that might positively affect children's participation in the legal system. Psychological and legal perspectives on these changes are the substance of the next two chapters. Kovera and Borgida's extensive review of American research allows the reader to understand jurors' perceptions of children's testimony from a social psychological perspective. The authors also overview findings from their own experimental research program examining how witness preparation, expert testimony, and CCTV presentation of testimony influence jurors' reactions to testimony. The reader will be left with an appreciation of the psychological processes behind jurors' reactions to _children's evidence.
Completing our group of chapters on special techniques for children in the courtroom is a broad-reaching contribution by Myers, a leading U.S. legal authority on child abuse and children's testimony. Myers brings together previous chapters by providing a historical overview of the distinctions between common law and civil law systems, and how the underlying assumptions of these systems have detennined the course of legal reform pertaining to children's testimony internationally. He proceeds with an in-depth review of virtually all reforms that have been considered worldwide, providing a particular emphasis on reforms relevant to the U.S: legal system. Finally, Myers unveils a unique contribution to the field: a proposed legal code that could be used to guide courts in assuring that children receive all possible support in the courtroom environment. The adoption of this code would be a substantial advance for the cause of child witnesses.
In the book's closing chapter, Segal reminds us of an important yet easily over looked perspective: In Third World countries, profound difficulties in providing even basic life necessities to children largely override concerns about child abuse. Segal details the very beginnings of a country's social and legal recognition of children's human rights and their need for legaIIy mandated protection. In considering Segal's depiction of children's plight in modern-day India, readers in developed countries can, on the one hand, feel fortunate with their own country's strides toward children's justice. But on the other, readers can soberly recognize how much more work is needed on behalf of children worldwide, especially in underdeveloped countries. Segal's chapter also reminds us of the importance of international dissemination of knowledge gained from societal struggles to understand child abuse, to maximize children's capabilities as witnesses, and to give them a voice in a legal system designed for adults.
With these remarks, we invite you to this book's forum for information exchange among an international group of researchers and practitioners. It is our hope that you, and eventuaIIy children within legal systems worldwide, will find it of benefit.
